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The U.S. Department of Commerce announced today that total sales of re-
tail stores in May were estimated at $23.9 billion. Statistics prepared by
the Department's Bureau of the Census show that this advance figure, after
ad Justment for seasonal and holiday variations and trading day differences,
but not for price changes, was 2 percent above the April 1965 level and 8
percent above May 1964.

The Office of Business Economics noted that after—adjustment, most major
lines of trade showed sales advances from April to May. Larger than average
relative gains were shown by department and apparel stores. Based on the full
sample, seasonally adjusted sales of all retail stores in April 1965 were
virtually unchanged from March 1965.

The May sales figures are based on a monthly survey of the Bureau
of the Census conducted in cooperation with a representative cross-section
of about 2,500 retail firms which, in total, operate some 48,000 stores in
the United States. The firms whlch are cooperating in the early reportlng
of sales are part of a larger sample group which furnishes figures at a
later date. The advance estimates are subject to revision by estimates
subsequently derived from the full sample.

The revision of the total seldom exceeds 1.5 percent and for the
past year has averaged 0.9 percent. For individual kind-of-business groups,
revisions have been greater, ranging on the average from 1.5 percent for
the food group to 3.0 percent for the automotive group.

(more)

For sale by the Superiatendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Annual subscription to Current Retail Trade Reports
(Weekly Retail Sales Report, Advance Monthly Retail Sales Report, Monthly Retail Trade Report, and Annual Retail Trade Report sold as a single
subscription) $6.00. Single copies, available only from the Bureau of the Census, 10¢ each.



ADVANCE RETAIL SALES FOR MAY 1965
Table 1. SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF~-BUSINESS GROUP

(NOT ADJUSTED for gessonal variationg or trading day differences)

Sales (millions of dollars)

Kind-of -buginess group T 1965 - 1964
May April May
Retaill stores, t0tal seeesesecessescnss 23,929 23,558 22,508
Durable-goods stores, total3....eeeeesees 8,160 8,076 7,693
Nondurable-goods stores, total’iecc.iecsss 15,769 15,482 14,815
FOOd g‘I‘Oup...........-...........o...n...... 5}515 5}403 5)248
Gracew s'toI'ES-ooooocoooocooo‘ooocoooocoo-o 4}9?8 4l905 4)739
E&ting aIld drin-kin.g Pl&ceSoooooo.ooo-ooooo.oo }}8j0 1’696 1)650
General merchandise gTOU.P..--.-.....-........ 4}?91 2’ 820 2’479
DePB.rtment S'tOI‘eS...........o.......-...... 1}666 11673 1)463
Apparel goup.................g.............. 1}313 1’41‘3 11282
Furniture and appliance group................ 1)067 11009 11043
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equip. group 1,497 1,423 1,484
Au’tOK'O‘tive ErOUDssesvecocococcsoscscsosscnscne 4}983 5’053 4’551
Gasoline gervice stationB.eceeeceecesececanss 1,881 1,783 1,708
Drug and proprietary StoreS...sscscececeessss 745 730 713
See footnotes below table 2. Source: Bureau of the Census

Table 2., SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP
(ADJUSTED -for seasonal varlations and trading dsy differences)

Percentage Percentage
change, Sales change,
May 1965 April 1965
Kind-of -business group from-- (millions of dollars) from--
April |May 1965 1964 |March | April
1965 | 1964 May 1 april 2| Maren April 1965‘ 1964
Retail stores, total®.....| +2 +8 23,467 | 22,901 | 22,805 | 21,392 0 +7
Durable-goods stores,total®...| +1 | +6 7,648 | 7,564 7,669 | 7,010 | -1 | +8
Nondurable-goods stores,total?| +3 +9 15,819 | 15,337 | 15,136 | 14,382 +1 +7
Food g‘oup.....l!.l.ll..'....".'."‘.'.“'.".‘.....' 5,423 5,301 5,064 +2 +’7
E‘a.ting and drizlkmg Places......O..0.0000.0.00IO‘.OOO. 1’738 1,699 1,599 +2 +9
General merchandise groUD.e.ececsccscscrcscoccccassness 2,822 2,801 | 2,514 +1 | +12
Apparel gI‘ouP...‘.....o..‘.“OCOOOOOOOO0.00‘.O..OOO... 1,255 1,261 1,2’72 O -l
Furniture and appliance groUD..eeccessesescsescscesceed 1,096 1,094 | 1,095 0 0
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equipment group...... 1,334 1,303 | 1,257 +2 +6
AU'tOIHO'tiVe g‘I‘OuP..........-......-...............-...ﬁ 4,470 4—,592 4,026 "3 +ll
Gasoline service stationS.ececececccesroccsccesosoesed 1,812 1,774 | 1,674 +2 +8
Drug and proprietary StOreS.seececescsrecessoscacsescd 754 748 689 +1 +9

> Advance sample estimates.
Preliminary estimates of full sample.

Totals include data for kinds of business not sho
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